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he thought of the two-and-forty years that
separated him from his poor bride. Fitly enough,
we hear nothing of the second Mrs. Knox until
she appears at her husband's deathbed, eight
years after. She bore him three daughters in the
interval ; and I suppose the poor child's martyr-
dom was made as easy for her as might be, She
was " extremely attentive to him " at the end, we
read ; and he seems to have spoken to her with
some confidence. Moreover, and this is very
characteristic, he had copied out for her use a
little volume of his own devotional letters to other
women.

This is the end of the roll, unless we add to it
Mrs. Adamson, who had delighted much in his
company " by reason that she had a troubled con-
science," and whose deathbed is commemorated at
some length in the pages of his history.1

And now, looking back, it cannot be said that
Knox's intercourse with women was quite of the
highest sort. It is characteristic that we find
him more alarmed for his own reputation than
for the reputation of the women with whom he
was familiar. There was a fatal preponderance
of self in all his intimacies: many women came
to learn from him, but he never condescended to
become a learner in his tufn. And so there is
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